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narrating the history of Zartost, and offered to interpret
it, if he would undertake to paraphrase it, in Persian verse,
for the information of others.

33.  After  mentioning  Z.'s grandfather and father, de-
scended from king Fredun, a frightful dream of his mother
is related, in which she sees herself attacked by wild beasts
eager for the destruction of her son, who drives them away.
She relates her dream to an astrologer, who prognosticates
a wonderful career for the unborn child ; but this dream is
an addition to the Pahlavi texts.

34.  The  child   is   born,  and   laughs  at  birth, exciting
admiration   among  the  women   and  dismay  among  the
magicians.   Duransarim, their chief, comes to see the child,
and   tries to kill  him   with   a dagger;   but  his  hand  is
withered, and the magicians carry off the child, who is ex-
posed to death from fire, oxen, horses, and wolves, but all
in vain, as  his   mother brings   him   home  safe   on   each
occasion.    Another magician, named Bartarush, then fore-
tells that Z. cannot be destroyed, and will establish a new
religion ; and he repeats this to the child's father, naming
Gu^tasp as his future protector.   This narrative corresponds
with Dk. VII, iii, 2-31 ; but then follows the addition that
he was confided to the care of an old man, named Barzin-
karus, till he completed his seventh year.

35.  Then Duransarun and Bartarush went together to
see him, and tried their magic arts upon him in vain (ibid.
32, 33).    Afterwards, when Z. was sick, Bartarush supplied
him with filthy drugs, but he threw them on the ground,
which seems to be another version  of Zs. XVIII, 5,  6.
Then follows a paraphrase of Dk. VII, iii, 34-48, and Zs.
XX, 4, 5 ; XXI, 1-20, 23-27, with some additional remarks
about worship  and the Avesta being taught to Z.    The
conferences with the six archangels are more detailed than
in Zs. XXII, and more ritualistic in their tendency.

36.  When Z. returns to  the earth, he is met by the
demons and magicians, who oppose him, but are killed or
dispersed by the utterance of an Avesta text;   in which
account we have an extreme condensation of Dk. VII, iv,
36-46, 5J-6z.    He then goes to the court of king Giutasp,